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in education and the conditions for preserving important social
services and standards of living. The alternative to absolute
independence is their integration in some wider regional group-
ing or imperial organization in which something of their indi-
vidual sovereignty is surrendered to achieve wider collaboration
and effective authority, and to attain the assistance which comes
from the stronger and wealthier parts of the organization.
Unconditional subsidies sap, in the long run, integrity and self-
reliance, but on these qualities, freedom and real independence
depend.

The importance in some areas of international collaboration
and regional planning in assisting colonial development and
economies in services has not been discussed in this essay.
Its possibilities and difficulties are discussed in a Fabian pam-
phlet.1 Many services in the administrative, economic and
scientific spheres can be organized more efficiently and cheaply
on a wider basis than the limitations of separated colonies make
possible. Problems of health and labour, agricultural disease
and pests, communications, soil conservation and irrigation, are
usually not problems of a single territory, but are relevant over
big areas. Inside the colonial empire, the very smallness and
poverty of many territories make it difficult for them to tackle
their own services effectively, even with aid from outside.
Indeed, without adjusted frontiers and closer financial asso-
ciation and, in certain cases, some kind of federation, financial
sufficiency is hardly possible.

The problems of colonial development and welfare are hardly
measured as yet. Their solution calls for much time, patience,
faith, energy and, money. The immediate and ultimate effects
of the impact of war are as yet only dimly perceived. European
disaster in the Far East, the association in the theatres of war
of white and black in common danger, the modification of
colour conventions to meet new production and military needs,
the wide participation by colonial peoples in defence and civic .

1 "International Action and the Colonies." Report to the Fabian
Colonial Bureau (is.).